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I Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow: -  

1. Caesar shall forth: the things threaten’d me 

Ne’er look’d but on my back; when they shall see 

The face of Caesar, they are vanished. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Caesar speaks these lines to his wife, Calpurnia. 

(b) Where does Caesar intend to go? 

Caesar intends to go to the Capitol. 

(c) What does Caesar say about  himself? 

Caesar says that all fearful things vanish on seeing Caesar‟s face. 

(d) What do these lines show about Caesar‟s character? 

These lines show that Caesar is brave, proud and over confident. 

 

 

2. Besides the things that we have heard and seen, 

Recounts most horrid sights seen by the watch 

A lioness hath whelped in the streets; 

And graves have yawn’d, and yielded up their dead; 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Calpurnia speaks these lines to Caesar. 

(b) By whom have the horrid sights been seen? 

The horrid sights have been seen by the watchman. 

(c) Where was the lioness seen? What was she doing? 

The lioness was seen giving birth to its young ones on the streets. 

(d) What happened to the graves? 

The graves cracked open showing the dead  bodies. 

 

 

3. What can be avoided  

Whose end is purposed by the mighty Gods? 

Yet Caesar shall go forth: for these predictions 

Are to the world in general as to Caesar. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Caesar speaks these lines to Calpurnia. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Calpurnia has heard of some ominous happening in the city. She is a superstitious woman. So she 

doesn‟t want Caesar to go out of  home on the day. 

(c) Where is Caesar determined to go? 

Caesar is determined to go to the Capitol. 
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(d) What does he not care about and why? 

He doesn‟t care about the supernatural things that have been seen in the city. It is because he is 

very brave, proud and over confident. 

(e) What does he say about the mighty gods? 

He says that whatever has been desired by the mighty gods can‟t be avoided. 

(f) What does he say about the predictions? 

He says that these predictions have as much relation to the general public as to him. 

(g) What do these lines show about Caesar? 

These lines show that Caesar is a very brave and fearless person. 

 

4. When beggars die, there are no comets seen 

The heavens themselves blaze forth the death of princes. 

(a) Who speaks these lines to whom? 

Calpurnia speaks these lines to Caesar. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Some supernatural things have taken place in the city. Calpurnia takes them as ill omens. So, she 

doesn‟t want Caesar to go out of  home on that day. 

(c) What is the speaker‟s fear? 

She fears that some harm can come on to Caesar if he goes out. 

(d) How does the speaker differentiate between the death of  beggars and that of  princes? 

She says that no unusual things happen when beggars die. But heavens themselves give a clear 

indication of  the death of  princes. 

(e) What is the importance of  these lines in the context of  the play? 

The lines indicate the forthcoming events in the story. Calpurnia‟s fears are right and Caesar is 

murdered in the play. 

 

 

5. Cowards die many times before their deaths; 

The valiant never taste of death but once. 

Of all the wonders that I yet have heard. 

It seems to me more strange that men should fear; 

(a) Who speaks these lines to whom? 

Caesar speaks these lines to Calpurnia. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Some supernatural events have been reported. Calpurnia takes them as ill omens and she doesn‟t 

want Caesar to leave her on that day. 

(c) What do these lines tell about the speaker? 

These lines show that the speaker is a brave person and is not afraid of death. 

(d) What, according to the speaker, is the greatest wonder of the word? 

That death, is the greatest wonder. 

(e) What has been called a necessary end? 

Death is the necessary end and it will come when it has to come. So, it is foolish to be afraid of 

death. 
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6. She dreamt to-night she saw my statue, 

Which, like a fountain with a hundred spouts, 

Did run pure blood; and many lusty Romans 

Came smiling and did bathe their hands in it. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Caesar speaks these lines to Decius Brutus. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Decius Brutus has come to take Caesar to the Capitol, but Caesar‟s wife Calpurnia, doesn‟t want 

him to go. She has seen a horrible dream and takes it as an ill omen. 

(c) Who is „she‟ referred to in these lines? 

The word „she‟ here refers to Caesar‟s wife Calpurnia. 

(d) What sight has been seen by her? 

She has seen in her dream that blood is running out of Caesar‟s statue and many Romans are 

bathing  their hands in it. 

(e) What does she want the speaker  to do? 

She wants Caesar to stay at  home on that day. 

(f) What is the importance of these lines in the context of the play? 

These lines prove prophetic because Caesar is murdered soon after. 

 

 

7. I could be well moved, if I were as you: 

If  I could pray to move, prayers would move me: 

But I am constant as the northern star, 

Of whose true-fix’d and resting quality 

There is no fellow in the firmament. 

(a) Who speaks  these lines and to whom? 

These lines have been spoken by Caesar to Cassius. 

(b) What was the occasion? 

Caesar  has come to the Capitol. Caesar says this to Cassius when he request Caesar to pardon 

Publius Cimber. 

(c) What prayer has been made to the speaker? 

Cimber‟s brother Publius Cimber, has been banished from Rome . Cassius requests Caesar for 

the enfranchisement of  Publius. 

(d) What does the speaker compare himself to? 

He compares himself to the North Star/Pole star. 

(e) What do you mean by „northern star‟? 

The Pole star is called the northern star because it always remains constant in the north. 

(f) What to do these lines tell about the speaker? 

These lines show that the speaker is very proud and arrogant. 

 

 

8. I shall not find myself so apt to die: 

No place will please me so, no mean of death, 

As here by Caesar, and by you cut off, 

The choice and master spirits of this age. 
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(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

These lines have been spoken by Antony to Brutus, Cassius and the other conspirators. 

(b) What was the occasion? 

Caesar lies murdered at the Capitol. Antony is shocked at what has happened. 

(c) What does the speaker say about dying? 

The speaker says that there could be no better  place for him to die than the place where Caesar 

lies dead. And no method could be better than those by which Caesar has died. 

(d) What does the speaker mean by “ master spirits of  his age”? 

Antony has used these words ironically. He calls the conspirators master spirits of the age. 

(e) What do these lines tell about the speaker? 

These lines show that the speaker is a very wise and tactful person. He does not want to earn the 

wrath of the conspirators by being bitter with them. He handles the situation very tactfully. 

 

9. That I did love thee, Caesar, o, tis true: 

If then thy spirit look upon us now, 

Shall it not grieve thee dearer than thy death, 

To see thy Antony making his peace, 

Shaking the bloody fingers of thy foes, 

Most noble! In the presence of thy corse? 

(a) Who speaks these lines and what is the occasion? 

Antony speaks these lines over the dead body of Caesar. 

(b) What will grieve Caesar‟s spirit and why? 

Antony says that Caesar‟s spirit will be grieved to see how Antony, his best friend, was shaking 

hands with his enemies who had killed him. 

(c) Who has been referred to as “Most noble”? 

Caesar has been referred to as “Most noble” by Antony. 

(d) Explain the phrase: „The bloody fingers of thy foes‟. 

The conspirators were Caesar‟s foes. Their hands were red with Caesar‟s blood. 

(e) What do these lines tell about the speaker? 

These lines show the speaker‟s  grief and his love and loyalty  towards Caesar. 

 

 

10. Friends am I with you all love you all, 

Upon this hope, that you shall give me reasons 

Why and where in Caesar was dangerous. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Antony speaks these lines to the conspirators who have killed Caesar. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

It is when Caesar has been murdered and Antony is faced with the conspirators. 

(c) Does the speaker really mean he says, “Friends am I with you………..”? 

No,  Antony says all this only to trick the conspirators. He doesn‟t  want to annoy them until the 

situation is in his favour. 

(d) What reasons does he ask for? 

He wants to know why Caesar was murdered and how he was dangerous. 
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(e) How, according to the killers, was Caesar dangerous? 

They thought he had become too ambitious and had become a threat  to all others. 

11. O, pardon me, thou bleeding piece of earth, 

That I am meek and gentle with these butchers! 

Thou art the ruins of the noblest man 

That ever lived in the tides of times. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

These lines are from Antony‟s soliloquy. They are spoken by Antony to the piece of earth. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Antony is left all alone with Caesar‟s dead body. Now he pours out his grief over the death of his 

dearest  friend. 

(c) What has been referred to as the „bleeding  piece of earth‟? 

The piece of earth/land covered with Caesar‟s blood all over has been referred  to as the “bleeding 

piece of earth”. 

(d) Why does the speaker  01want to be pardoned? 

The speaker has been meek and gentle with Cesar‟s murderers. That is why he asks the murdered 

Caesar to pardon him. 

(e) Who have been referred to as „butchers‟ and why? 

The conspirators who murdered Caesar have been referred to as „butchers‟. 

 

 

12. And Caesar’s spirit, ranging for revenge, 

With Ate by his side come hot from hell, 

Shall in these confines with a monarch’s voice 

Cry ‘Havoc’, and let slip the dogs of war. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

These lines are from Antony‟s soliloquy. They have  been spoken by Antony to himself. 

(b) Why, according to the speaker, was Caesar‟s spirit ranging for revenge? 

Because he was murdered cruelly by his own men. 

(c) Who will assist  Caesar‟s spirit to have his revenge? 

Ate. The goddess of revenge, will assist Caesar‟s spirit to have his revenge. 

(d) What prophecy does the speaker make? Does it prove true? 

The speaker prophesies that there shall be a bloody civil war in country. This prophecy proves 

very true. 

 

 

13. Not that I loved Caesar less, but that I loved Rome more. Had you rather Caesar were living and die all 

slaves, than Caesar were dead, to live all freemen? As Caesar loved me, I weep for him; as he was 

fortunate, I rejoice as he was valiant, I honour him: but, as he was ambitious I slew him. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Brutus speaks these lines to the people of Rome. 

(b) What is occasion? 

Brutus is making a speech to Caesar‟s funeral and explaining to the people why he and others had 

to kill Caesar. 

(c) What does the speaker say about his love for Caesar and Rome? 
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He says that he loved Caesar but he loved Rome more. 

(d) What according to the speaker, would have happened if Caesar were living? 

He says that if  Caesar had lived, all others would have died as slaves. 

(e) What good quality of Caesar does the speaker talk about? 

He talks about Caesar being valiant. 

(f) Why does the speaker say he killed Caesar? 

He says that he killed Caesar because Caesar was ambitious. 

 

14. Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; 

I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him. 

The evil that men do lives after them; 

The good is oft interred with their bones; 

So let be with Caesar. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Antony speaks these lines to the people of  Rome. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Antony is making a funeral speech after the death of Caesar. 

(c) What does the speaker say he has come for? 

He says that he has come to bury  Caesar, not to praise him. 

(d) What general truth does he speaks of? 

He says that bad acts of the person are remembered even after the person‟s death, but the god acts 

are forgotten as the person dies. 

(e) What does the speaker mean when he says, “So let it be with Caesar.”? 

He means to indirectly remind the people that they had forgotten all good acts Caesar had done in 

his life. 

(f) What do these lines tell about the speaker‟s character? 

These lines show that the speaker is a very tactful person. He at once succeeds in arresting the 

attention of the people. First he calls them „friends, Romans, countrymen‟ and then gives them a 

gentle reproof. He reminds them that they are proving themselves ungrateful by rejoicing over the 

death of Caesar. 

 

 

15. He was my friend, faithful and just to me: 

But Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 

He hath brought many captives home to Rome 

Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill: 

Did this in Caesar seem ambitious? 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Antony speaks these lines to the people of Rome. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Antony is here making a speech at Caesar‟s funeral. 

(c) What does „he‟ in these lines refer to? 

The word „he‟ here refers to Caesar. 
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(d) Does the speaker really mean to say that Brutus was „an honourable man‟? 

No, he is saying  these words satirically. 

(e) What fault did Brutus find with Caesar? 

Brutus said that Caesar was very ambitious. 

(f) How does the speaker try to prove that Caesar was not ambitious? 

Antony says that Caesar filled the nation‟s  coffers through his conquests. It was no proof of his 

being ambitious. He never kept the money for himself. 

(g) How was Caesar able to get ransoms? 

Caesar brought captives with him after every conquest. Then he would get ransoms for releasing 

the captives. 

 

16. When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept: 

Ambition should be made of sterner stuff: 

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Antony speaks these lines to the people. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

These lines have been spoken form the pulpit at the time of Caesar‟s funeral. 

(c) How does the speaker show that Caesar was a kind-hearted  person? 

Caesar  used to weep when he saw the poor crying. Thus Antony tries to show how kind hearted 

Caesar was. 

(d) What did Brutus say about Caesar? 

Brutus called Caesar ambitious. 

(e) Does the speaker really mean to say that Brutus was „an  honourable man‟? 

No, he says these words only satirically. 

 

 

17. O judgement I thou art to brutish beasts, 

And men have lost their reason. Bear with me; 

My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar, 

And I must pause till it come back to me. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Antony speaks these lines to the people of Rome. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Antony says these words at the time of Caesar‟s funeral. 

(c) Who have been called „brutish beasts‟? 

The conspirators who murdered Caesar have been called „brutish beasts‟. 

(d) Who have lost their reason? 

The common people have lost their reason. 

(e) Who does the speaker ask to bear with him and why? 

The speaker asks his listeners to bear with him. He says that his heart is too full of grief to speak. 

(f) Explain the last two lines. 

These lines are a clever trick by Antony. He wants to notice the effect his speech has made on the 
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people. He plays a master stroke by telling them that his heart is in the coffin with Caesar and 

he‟ll have to pause till it comes back. 

18. O masters, if I were disposed to stir 

Your hands and minds to mutiny and range, 

I should do Brutus wrong, and Cassius wrong, 

Who, you all know, are honourable men: 

I will not do  them wrong: I rather choose 

To wrong the dead , to wrong myself and you, 

Than I will wrong such honourable men. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and on what occasion? 

Antony speaks these lines at the time of Caesar‟s funeral. 

(b) What does the speaker say about Brutus and Caesar? Does he really mean what he says? 

The speaker calls Brutus and Cassius honourable men. He says these words only satirically. 

(c) What does he say he doesn‟t want to do and why? 

He says that he doesn‟t  want to wrong Brutus and Cassius because they are honourable men. In 

fact, he means the opposite of what  he says. His only purpose is to arose the people against the 

conspirators. 

(d) Who is „the dead‟ referred to in these lines? 

„The dead‟ refers to Caesar who has been murdered. 

(e) What do these lies show about the speaker? 

These lines show that the speaker is a very tactful person. He successfully plays stroke after 

stroke to arouse against audience against the conspirators. 

 

 

19. It  is not meet you know how Caesar loved you. 

You are not wood; you are not stones, but men; 

And, being men, bearing the will of Caesar; 

It  will inflame you, it will make you mad: 

‘Tis good you know not that you are his heirs; 

For, if you should, o, what would come of it! 

(a) Who speaks these lines and on what occasion? 

Antony speaks these lines at the time of Caesar‟s funeral. 

(b) Who does the word „you‟ in these ,lines refer to? 

The word „you‟ here refers to the commoners/ Romans who are listening to Antony‟s speech. 

(c) What does the speaker say about Caesar‟s will? 

The speaker says that Caesar has made the common people his heirs in the will. 

(d) What do you think is the purpose of the speaker in these lines? 

The speaker‟s only purpose is to inflame the people against the conspirators. 

(e) What does the word „meet‟ in the first line mean? 

The word „meet‟ here means „proper‟. 

(f) How can you say the speaker is a very clever person? 

The speaker first arouses the curiosity of the listeners by talking of Caesar‟s will. And then plays 

on their emotions by telling them that Caesar had left his belongings all for them. He says that he 

doesn‟t  want to inflame the people and make them mad. But in reality, this is the very thing he is 
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aiming at. 

 

20. This was the most unkindest cut of all; 

For when the noble Caesar saw him stab, 

Ingratitude, more strong than traitors’ arm, 

Quite vanqish’d him: then burst his mighty heart; 

(a) Who speaks these lines and on what occasion? 

Antony speaks these lines at the time of Caesar‟s funeral. 

(b) What „unkindest cut‟ is the speaker talking of? 

It was the act of stabbing Caesar by Brutus. 

(c) What does the speaker say about ingratitude? 

The speaker says that ingratitude has the greater power to kill than the arms of the traitors. 

(d) Who did Caesar see stab him? 

Caesar saw Brutus stab him. 

(e) What was it that „burst‟ his mighty heart? 

When Caesar saw Brutus stab him, he couldn‟t  believe his eyes. He said, “Even you, Brutus!”. 

This terrible ingratitude on the part of a friend burst the mighty heart of Caesar. 

(f) There is a grammatical mistake in the first line. Can you find out and say how is it a mistake? 

We can‟t use double comparatives or superlatives. Thus it is wrong to say „more unkindest or 

most unkindest‟. 

 

 

21. For I have neither wit, nor words, nor worth, 

Action, nor utterance, nor the power of speech, 

To stir men’s blood: I only speak right on; 

I tell you that which yourselves would know. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and on what occasion? 

Antony speaks these lines at the time of Caesar‟s funeral. 

(b) What does the speaker say he doesn‟t have? Does he really mean what he says? 

The speaker says that he doesn‟t have the wit, words or power to stir men‟s emotions. In fact, he 

is a master in this art. 

(c) What do you think is the speaker trying to do? Does he succeed in it? 

The speaker is trying to inflame the audience against the conspirators. He inflames them so much 

that they go mad to seek the conspirators and kill them. 

(d) „I only speak right on.‟ Do you think it is true? 

Antony speaks nothing right on. He is a clever orator. He knows all the tricks of oratory to win 

the audience. 

(e) Explain the last line. 

Antony very cleverly tells the audience that he is telling them only that which they themselves 

know. But, in fact, the audience knows nothing. They are just dumb – driven cattle. After hearing 

Brutus, they were all for Brutus. and now after hearing Antony, they are out to seek Brutus and 

burn him alive. 
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22. But were I Brutus, 

And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 

Would ruffle up your spirits and put a tongue 

In every wound of Caesar that should move 

The stones of Rome to rise in mutiny. 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

Antony speaks these lines to the people of   Rome. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Caesar  had been killed and Antony is making a funeral speech. 

(c) What would Brutus do if  he were Antony? 

He would put a tongue in every wound of Caesar to move even the stones of Rome to rise in 

mutiny. 

(d) How did Caesar get his wounds? 

Caesar had been stabbed by Cassius, Brutus and the other conspirators. 

(e) What is the speaker‟s real intension in these lines? 

The speaker wants to turn the people of Rome against the conspirators. 

(f) What do these lines show about the speaker? 

These lines show that the speaker is a very clever and tactful person. He inflames the people to 

mutiny against the conspirators without telling them directly to do so. He paints himself as a 

simple- hearted person while Brutus is clever and cunning. 

 

 

23. Now let it work. Mischief, thou art afoot, 

Take thou what course thou wilt! 

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

These lines are a part of Antony‟s soliloquy. They are spoken by Antony to himself. 

(b) What is the occasion? 

Antony has completed his funeral speech over Caesar‟s murder and feels satisfied to note its 

effect. 

(c) What does „it‟ in these lines refer to? 

The word „it‟ here refers to „mischief‟ Antony has played to revenge on the conspirators. 

(d) How can you say „mischief‟ is afoot? 

Antony has successfully inflamed the people against the conspirators. They are now out to seek 

the conspirators and kill them 

(e) What course do you think it will take? 

It will turn the tide against the conspirators and punish them for their bloody act. 
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